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PABLO MESSIL

SITRENGTH &
FRAGILITY:
Silvia 'l urbiner’s
Paper Sculptures

BY GENEVIEVE NORDMARK

NESTLED IN THE SUBURB = who left a successful career in
OF MARTINEZ, AN HOUR architecture to pursue her creative
AND A HALF BUS RIDE interests in fibers.

OUTSIDE OF BUENOS

AIRES; is the home and studio
of paper artist, Silvia Turbiner.

In an earthy and intimate room
with classical music playing softly
on the radio, a message hangs on
the wall. It reads “If you think
you can, you might. If you think
you cant, youre right.” It is an apt
philosophy to inspire a woman

“At that time I felt like Wonder
Woman: raising kids, teaching,
and building my professional
career. Till I said, “That’s it. I've
had enough of commitments.
I'm going to work only in my
things, teaching and creating.’
It was perfect. Oh! My father!

He said, “You're crazy, how are
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OPPOSITE PAGE
LEFT: Que no nos atrape el morir

(May not be caught by death); 2008;
kozo fibers; handmade paper: 1.70 x 0.35 m.

(67 x 14in)

TOP RIGHT AND BACKGROUND:
Deconstruccion (Deconstruction);
2012; kozo fibers; woven randomly;

2.50 x 1.00 m. (98 x 39 in.)

THIS PAGE

RIGHT: Morada que un soplo
desvanece (Blown with a breath);
2013; kozo fibers; weaving of kozo fibers;
2.30 x 0.30 m. (90 x12 in.)

you going to live?” But it was the
best thing I could have done.”
Almost twenty years later she
has built an equally successful
career as an internationa]ly
exhibited visual artist and
teacher to students who come to
her from multiple disciplines.

Traditional paper-making
methods and materials are a
starting point for her work
although her process quickly
diverges when the fibers inspire
her. Traditionally, Eastern paper-
making fibers, such as kozo,

are cooked in a caustic solution
to ready the fibers for sheet
formation, but Turbiner’s pieces
rarely take the form of sheets. “I
separate the fibers by hand. For
my first piece I was like, ‘What
did T find?! Wow?! Because it was
a mistake. I was cooking and it
wasn't a very good [batch]...I
started pulling and playing with
the fiber.” The results are often
like Deconstuccion, large, three-
dimensional pieces that are woven
in the air, seemingly fragile, but
inherently strong.

Recently Deconstuccion was
exhibited in Palais de Glace,

a museum in the Recoleta
neighborhood of Buenos Aires.
“T hung a white fabric behind it
because the shadows from the
piece are amazing.” The fabric fell
down onto the piece, but even
though the threads are “very, very,
very thin,” it was not damaged.
This is the recurrent theme in
Turbiner’s work, the contradictions
involved in being human,
primarily the ongoing dance
between strength and fragility.

PABLO MESSIL

Her work is also about identity
and the quality of existence,
memories appearing through
different layers of cracking skins,
and the presence of the void.

In Que no nos atrape el morir, a
kozo paper sheet tapestry is held
together with laid fibers, the light
illuminating every vulnerable path.
'The sheets were wetted then tinted
with watercolors that were drawn
on after drying. “I wet the paper
because it’s the only way that the
color flows. What I like is that you

don't have any control over that.

10% off your order
Use Coupon Code
FANSU15
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schoal of arts and crafis

WEEKEND, ONE-WEEK &
TWO-WEEK WORKSHOPS

2015 INSTRUCTORS: FRANCES FOX« JEANNE BRADY = MARY W,
THOMPSON.JIM ARENDT »JANE LACKEY» RACHEL MEGINNES » CARMEN

GRIER*JENNIFER ANGUS «LAUREN DICIOCCIO«DAN 5T. JOHN & REGINA
ST. JOHN+=NATHALIE MIEBACH=AMY PUTANSU TOMMYE SCANLIN =
LAURA MONGIOVI«WARREN SEELIG JOVENCIO DE LA PAZ«MEREDITH
GRIMSLEY « STEPHANIE METZ#KATHY CODPER*ERIKA LYNNE HANSON
ASHLEY BLALOCK=KATHRYN CLARK*JOHN GARRETT=JOY UDE=KATHY
WEAVERBILL SMITH AND MARY ANN SMITHeEMILY BARLETTA«BRYANT
HOLSENBECK «CLAY BURNETTE» MARY ZICAFOOSE & SARA GOODMAN
MICHEL GARCIA#LISA KLAKULAK»CAROLE FRANCES LUNG» ANN
MORTON»YOSHIKO WADA « GYONGY LAKY « BEN VENOM « MATT TOMMEY

REGISTER ONLINE AT ARROWMONT.ORG
“ B OR CALL 865-436-5860
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'That’s good, for once, to not have
any control.”

It is common for artists working
in paper fibers and book
structures to make editions
or multiple copies of pieces,
but even though the
e undercurrent of her
thematic interest
directs Turbiner’s
body of work, the
pieces are unique
in composition and
approach. ‘I like the
challenge of doing
something new. But 1
won' repeat a work.
Doing a work for the
second time, exactly
the same? Never.”
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an altered book, is an
example of this. It is
reminiscent of a previous
series of three altered books
but stands alone as its own

Her recent work, Fosil,

composition. “There’s always an

idea behind the work before I start,

always an idea. I have to draw and
write it down. There is something
inside, there’s meaning and
substance. .. If not, I don't want to
do it just because it’s nice...I need
to express myself.”

To see more of Silvia Turbiner’s
work visit her website at
www.silviaturbiner.com.ar/

LEFT: Fésil (Fossil) (front); 2014; paper
book and handmade paper of cotton fibers;
altered book; 0.20 x 0.20 m. (8 x 8 in.)

éenew'eye Uo/‘dm/‘k is a recent
graduate of SUNY-ESF’s MPS program
in paper and bioprocess engineering and
author of the blog The Fiber Wire
www.thefiberwire.com

PNk POODLE

SCRVBA-DAODLE

BY ROBERT REED
CHAWAID

# @ @ MADE FROM BATH SCRUBBERS
- INFOEMANNEQART ORG

301.725.5555
MANNEGQGART.ORG

THEMES FOR  gneray , Flora

2016 Androids / Fauna

20 FIBERARTNOW.NET * SUMMER 2015

GAIL CALLAHAN

/. :*7 : Kan garoo D}'{:r

PLAN H{IW FOR YOUR SUMMER ISLAND VISIT

ﬁfs’ MADELINE ISLAND

TREEN WAY
—

www.treenwaysilksicom

A SCHOOL ./t ARTS

Uu&‘m liland Setting, Exeeplional Workikops
— 2015 QUILTING & FIBER ART -

Lenore Crawford................ . June B-12
Jane Dunnewald / Fll:u::r .ﬂ.rls................ Junl: B.12
Gowen Marshon......ooceveciriveeeenenenenes _IunE |5 'Ig‘ & lune 22:26
Glaria Loughman ... s July 810
lane Sassaman ... July 1317
Kerr Grabowski ,-"' Flber Arls. v July 1317
Sylvia Fippen... . July 20-24
Sue Spargo ... Jul}r 2? 3| &Augusﬂ??

Victoria flndh:nl,r Wa”e
Gene Shepherd / Fiber Arrs
lacquie Gering...

..August 10-14
.August 10-14
August 2428

Sheila meplcun—CDcupcr August 3 |-Seplember 4

lean Wells... .. ... September 14-18
Quilting for I’ne .I"-"l|||l'ar:r Oclober 5-9

Melinda Bula.. U @~ - -1t g 5,
..Oelober 19.23

Gwen Mursfon................

HAND-PAINTED SiLK ROVING

100% Tussah Silk
24 Salt Spring Island Colorways

toll-free 1.888.383.silk (7455) Lakewood, CO « USA

L

Rfﬁ?sh‘lrlfal:;lTEmN www.MADELINESCHOOL.com

IS EASY 715.747.2054 = Lo Pointe, W = misa@chegnet.net

THE NATIONAL

A Small Miracle of a Southern Island:

Quﬂts of Caohagan

On Exhibit through October 13th, 2015

T

QuiltMuseum.org/Caohagan &
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